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fortress of wealth," and its anxiety to use its powers in
defence of the rights of that wealth. Take away from it
that character, and the problem of its reform becomes
simple at once. But take away from it that character,
also, and, on the constitutional plane, the power of wealth
is at once submitted to the power of numbers. It Will
not tamely accept that submission. For so long as even
the curtailed powers left to it by the Parliament Act
remain, its ability to work mischief to a Labour Govern-
ment is immense. It can, as I have pointed out, strike
a fatal blow at emergency measures; it can hamstring
the programme of a Government by delaying their pas-
sage for the first two years and postponing it in the last
two for a period that the hazards of public opinion at
the polls may well render indefinite. Concealed in this
ability is, in effect, the power also, as was shown in
1910-11, to compel what-is nothing less than a penal
dissolution. And this ability, it must be remembered,
is a weapon exercised only against one party in the State,
How real this power is can best be seen by considering
the kind of occasion on which it might be used. Let us
suppose a Labour victory at the polls, the formation of
a Labour Government, and the introduction of the
measures to which it is committed, and, for the moment,
let us assume that it takes over the reins of office without
encountering any serious initial difficulties* Its measures
are broadly divisible into two categories—measures of
immediate social amelioration, the treatment of the un-
employed, for instance, and measures, like the nationaliza-
tion of the mines, of which the advantage^ if any, can
be reaped only over a considerable period. It is clear
enough that from the angle of political strategy, while
a Labour Government might be willing to use the
machinery of the Parliament Act for the second category,
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